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most difficult Parliamentary achievement of those
years, however, he considers to be the piloting
through the House of Commons on to the Statute
Book of the Rating and Valuation Act of 1925. This
was a measure bold in concept, but technical and
controversial in its provisions. Great as is the
importance of this Act, I do not feel justified in a
general work of this nature in enlarging upon the
scope of it. Its importance may be gauged however
from the fact that it forms the basis of the rating
system in Great Britain to-day.

Of more human interest is Mr. Chamberlain's
work in providing Old Age Pensions and Pensions
for Widows and Orphans. The Conservative Govern-
ment of 1923, in which Mr. Chamberlain had been
successively Minister of Health and Chancellor of
the Exchequer, had set up a committee to inquire
into the financial possibilities of providing a new
and comprehensive scheme of pensions. By the
time that the Conservatives returned to office in
1924 the committee had reported, and there was a
vast amount of material to hand. Immediately Mr.
Chamberlain and his staff addressed themselves to
the problem and, in his own words, "worked on it
pretty well night and day." It was Mr. Chamberlain's
duty to supervise the drafting of the Bill and then
to pilot it through the House of Commons. The
effect of the Act was to provide pensions for the
widows of insured persons at the rate of ten shillings
a week with 5s. a week for the eldest, or only child,
and 3s. a week for younger children. Orphans re-
ceived pensions at the rate of 7s. 6d. a week and
old age pensions for men or women from the age of
sixty-five at the rate of 10s. a week. At the same
time the Act, true to Conservative principle in refus-
ing to discourage thrift, did away with the vicious
principle, formerly obtaining in the case of con-